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Renée Treml

Relocation
Although currently on a ‘relocation’ theme – placing animals that were evicted 

from their natural environment in unnatural settings – this artist would love to 

illustrate a children’s book or start a new series of benefit art exhibitions.

By Renée Treml

I was born in Bryn Mawr, 
Pennsylvania (USA) in 1974. These 
days I live in the Brisbane suburb 

of Yeronga. I moved to Brisbane in 
December 2007 with my husband 
Eric, who is a marine biologist at the 
University of Queensland.

I have a small studio below our home 
that is actually a converted garage 
space. I work in the studio at least 
three days a week. I also work three 
days a week as a research assistant in 
the School of Geography, Planning 
and Environmental Management at the 
University of Queensland.

I have always been involved in art 
classes, starting from when I was a 
young child. While at University, 
I decided to study ecology and 
environmental science rather than fine 
art. Throughout this time, I continued 
enrolling in art classes both at 
university and at local art centres.

After several years of working as 
a remote sensing scientist for the US 
government, I decided to leave the 
sciences and begin studying scientific 
illustration. I completed a professional 

certificate in botanical illustration 
in 2004 (from the North Carolina 
Botanical Gardens in Chapel Hill, NC, 
USA). This focused study helped me 
realise I was interested in creating fine 
art and illustrations.

Over the past several years, I have 
continued enrolling in art classes and 
workshops to help me grow and learn 
as an artist. I believe I had some of 
the best art teachers and mentors (and 
a supportive arts community) while I 
was studying art in North Carolina. I 

am finding a similar community  
of artists in Brisbane and I look 
forward to having that supportive 
network again.

I am passionate about the 
environment and bringing awareness 
to environmental issues with my 
work. I used to just paint and 
illustrate birds, hoping to bring 
awareness of the species and the 
environment through this focused 
work. Recently I have tried to become 
more active with this message by 

creating art that gently points out bad 
habits (such as habitat destruction) 
with aesthetically pleasing and 
sometimes humorous imagery.

I am currently on a relocation 
theme – placing animals that 
were evicted from their natural 
environment in unnatural settings, 
such as birds nesting in tea cups and 
bilbys sleeping in birds’ nests. I do 
not want my pieces to be negative 
or accusatory, and I do not want to 
force my messages on anyone. In fact, 
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you could just look at my images and find them interesting 
without having to consider the larger message.

I have always been interested in the natural world with my 
artwork and my motivation comes from the environment. I 
have difficulty painting things when I am removed from the 
environment. For example, every time I go scuba diving I want 
to create marine paintings; but the minute I get back home, I 
am looking at the sky again.

I began my art career in North Carolina, USA. The 
community of Durham and Chapel Hill seemed to be a magnet 
for artists and everyone was so open and supportive. Two 
things really pushed me along in my career: One was a series 
of classes I took with Luna Lee Ray and her regular students 
(with Luna’s guidance, we started ArtReach-NC and hosted 
benefit art exhibitions); the other big push came from my 
membership in the Guild of Natural Science Illustrators (GNSI) 
Carolinas Chapter. GNSI-Carolinas was an amazing group of 
supportive, encouraging artists where everyone wanted each 
other to succeed. I know that my successes are largely a result 
of my interactions with wonderful artists. As a result, I believe 
I have become a giving and supportive artist.

For the past year I have been working solely with 
scratchboard. I tend to switch back and forth between painting 
with acrylics and watercolours or illustrating with scratchboard. 
I am not sure if I get bored; or if I just get inspired with other 
imagery. Black and white can be a really powerful medium, but 
sometimes I miss working in colour with big brushes.

I almost always paint birds or other wildlife. I studied 
biology and ecology at university and that just seems to be my 
ongoing inspiration.

I try to exhibit my work regularly. It is a lot of work to keep 
up, but I love participating in events and it is really good for 

me to be focused on a goal. I would like to get my work to 
cities outside of Brisbane … but I imagine that will come 
in time. I am still learning the way things work in Australia 
and I hope to exhibit in some of the national exhibitions 
in due course. I am currently a member of the Guild of 
Natural Science Illustrators (GNSI); Artworkers Alliance 
Incorporated; and Queensland Wildlife Artist Society Inc.

I am not sure if I have a favourite outstanding piece of 
art … I seem to always love the most recent piece I have 
completed.

I have no talent for wheel thrown pottery. I am really 
comfortable drawing and painting, so I sometimes enjoy 
taking classes like pottery that challenge me … and it is 
fun (sometimes) to be the worst one in the class.

My personal collection of my own works is meagre. I 
love showing my work – and nothing makes me happier 
than when someone else loves it too. I do have a few 
whimsical paintings of my dog in a tutu which I will never 
part with.

I regularly show my works at Kiln Gallery in Paddington 
(Queensland). I also send work back periodically for studio 
events and exhibits in North Carolina, USA. Early on, a lot 
of my friends were my collectors … these days I am not 
always sure who collects my images. I meet some of the 
buyers at events and exhibits, but sometimes they just slip 
by without me ever knowing.

I have a tendency to work realistically with familiar 
subjects, so my works seem accessible to a wide audience. 
I also like to work small – which naturally keep the prices 
at a level where almost anyone who wants them can afford 
them. I also make lots of cards and prints.

I love to teach and I have had several years experience 
teaching biology at university. My ideal career would be  
teaching a few art classes each week and working full-time 
in the studio.

I think being an ‘outdoorsy’ type of person really 
helps sustain and enhance my creativity. My husband 
and I regularly go on long hikes and country camping 
trips; and we travel to parks, beaches and other 
countries. I always come home with a million ideas for 
new pieces; almost always based on the local wildlife 
and environmental issues.

My advice to other artists is based on personal 
experience: If you do not have formal arts training, do 
not let it hold you back. You can always find excellent 
art teachers through community or TAFE courses. I also 
firmly believe that interacting with other artists, seeing 
their work, collaborating on projects and taking classes 
should be a lifelong process.

You should always be open to growing, experimenting 
and changing.

I would love to be able to continue growing and exploring 
creatively; and I would love to illustrate a children’s book or 
start a series of benefit art exhibitions again.   n


